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55th Commencement
Highlands High School 

Principal - mr. michael Toole
Assistant Principal - dr. nicholas lamantia

Dean of Students - mr. Jefrie Funtal

Senior Class Officers
President - mr. nicholas o. mcQuade

Vice President - mr. luke Andrew vunora
Secretary - mr. Zachary noah dunlap

Treasurer - miss Kassidy Cambal

Senior Class Sponsors
mrs. sherry Armstrong
mrs. melinda eckenrod

highlands high school honors Choir
mr. michael Zeiler, Choir director

Found / Tonight......arr. Jacob narverud

Until We Meet Again......arr. ruth morris gray

highlands high school Concert Band
mr. matthew d. Beresik, Band director

Accolade......mark lortz

Prelude Music

High School Administration

n



sProgram s

Processional
Pomp and Circumstance  . . . . . . . . . . .edward elgar, arr. howard e. Akers

mr. matthew d. Beresik, Band director

Pledge of allegiance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Zachary noah dunlap
Senior Class Secretary

WelcoMe and introductionS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. Michael toole
High School Principal

reMarkS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .dr. Monique Mawhinney
Superintendent

Guest Speaker
Mrs. Michelle thompson Peters

First Distinguished Alumni Commencement Speaker
Highlands Class of 1990

PreSentation of aluMni gift  . . . . . . . . . .Mr. nicholas o. McQuade
Senior Class President

PreSentation of claSS gift  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miss kassidy cambal
Senior Class Treasurer

recognition of Valedictorian
and Salutatorian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. toole

& Mr. gene Witt
Highlands School Board DirectorValedictorian - Miss Rachael Anne Babinsack

Salutatorian - Miss Kassidy Cambal



Commencement Address
PERFECTLY IMPERFECT

Presented by Miss Helayna Cirino 

Senior choral enSeMble
A Million Dreams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .arr. Mac huff
Featuring senior vocalists Austin Ciciarelli, helayna Cirino, miakoda Clevenger, Zachary 
dunlap, Catherine erb*, grace Fennell*, noelle hurley*, elijah majocha*, dante monteleone, 
emma polliard*, emma pomaybo, helena vasey*, luke vunora*  (*song soloists) 

certification of claSS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mr. toole

accePtance of claSS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .dr. Mawhinney

confirMation of claSS for graduation  . . . . . .Mrs. bobbie neese
President, Highlands School Board

Granting of Diplomas
SeniorS announced by

Mr. Nicholas O. McQuade, Senior Class President
Mr. Luke Andrew Vunora, Senior Class Vice President

Dr. Monique Mawhinney, Superintendent
Dr. Cathleen Cubelic, Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Michael Toole, High School Principal

alMa Mater  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .highlands high School honors choir
arr. Charles davis / mr. michael Zeiler, Choir director

Validation of graduateS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .dr. Mawhinney

Recessional
Allied Honor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karl l. King, arr. James swearingen

The audience is asked to remain until the graduates have left the field.



The Class of 2023
ella adolPh (N)

brenna alliaS (N)

Michael alWorth

Jillian aMent (N)

clariSSa brianna ankney

riley archer

brianna M. atkinSon

rachael anne babinSack (N)

cody baughMan

tyler WilliaM bender (N)

lanie black

aVa bollinger

brenna aVery bonnett

MadiSon bouch

aMani boWie

JuStin brink

oWen burkett

aVa Joy buSSotti

JaMeS Paul callender

kaSSidy caMbal (N)

WilliaM celko

JaMal chaMberS Jr.

doMinic chifulini

auStin ciciarelli

helayna cirino (N)

Miakoda lee cleVenger

doMiniQue cratSenberg

iSaac croWe

caSSidy daViS

MadiSon lynn daViS

abbie deiSeroth

Maria deStefano

Macey dietZ

Zachary noah dunlaP (N)

catherine erb (N)

iSabella M. erb

grace fennell

brandon field

MadiSon freShWater

garrett froSt

gracie gaMble

cyrenity gaMble-cSiZMadia

alPhonSuS PhebuS kofa gibSon

Jake aleXander gibSon

caMille gigon

Johnna grZandZiel (N)

Jacoby Scott Malachai guy

aguStina gutierreZ-collado

iZabella hailS

aShton hataJik

benJaMin haughey

rondeal heWlett



ella Maria hilterMann

caleb hilty

benJaMin hollenbeck

natalie holler

aVa houSeholder

cody hubert

noelle hurley

Michael iMler

MaJa ingebrigtSen

Mariely JiMeneZ SalaS

eVe JohnSon (N)

aShton JoneS

kaZMir rain JoneS

ian kaMinSki

kaitlyn Marie karnS

Victoria rae kilby

rachel eliZabeth kline

hannah grace konoPSki

noelle kraeger (N)

ShaWn kraMer (N)

keVin JaMeS kreSS

noah MattheW kuchek (N)

JaMeS kunSt (N)

holden lane

katelyn andrea laSka

caMeron layheW

ethan doyle lentZ

logan leSlie

noah Scott leSlie

daniel long

logan hunter lott (N)

kendall luechtefeld

eliJah MaJocha (N)

eMMa Paige Mann (N)

brianna Marra

aydan MattheW Martinka

Mallory Martinka (N)

connor robert MaZZa

Zachary Mcintyre

nicholaS o. McQuade

nahia MegatS (N)

ethan Mell

Sara e. Mock

dante Monteleone (N)

adriana eliZabeth MonteMurro (N)

JaMeS Moody

MakenZie MorroW

aVa nitoWSki (N)

aidan ochoa

tyler oligee

abigail PettigreW

riley kate Sagan PointkoWSki (N)

eMMa Polliard

VaSyl Polyak

eMMa grace PoMaybo (N)

keniSha Price

The Class of 2023 cont.



aVa Victoria rea

ra'chell reuben

SaVannah roSe rodgerS

deacon tyler SaMPle

beatriZ SantoS

aleXa Mae Schrag (N)

tiMothy Seagriff

alana Settnek

landan hunter Signorella

bailey elena Singer

kylee Slobodnik

doMinic edWard SMith

MadySen Margaret SMith

tyler daVid SMith

Zachary thoMaS SMith

JoSePh n. Snyder

Zachary SoWinSki

MattheW StanoniS

Makayla Stefancic

doMinic Scott Stobert (N)

dillon Michael Stoner

tyler andreW teal

chandler WilliaM thiMonS

tyler anthony toMayko

harriSon triSchler

louiS tucci

helena Pauline VaSey

tyler Jordan ViSnick

roMan a. ViVirito

luke andreW Vunora

MadiSon WatterSon

lucaS Wendt

logan WetMore

JeSSica been White

connor JoSePh Whyel

aydan benJaMin Winter

riley andreW WiSlie

brooklyn d. WitherSPoon-holMeS

ShaMar antWoine Wright

tayShaun Wright

caSSadi ZaWart

Mallory Marie ZaWart

(N) - indicates national honor society member

noTe: students whose names appear in this program are members of the 
Class of 2023, but are officially graduated only upon receipt of a diploma. 

n



highlAnds high sChool

Class of 2023 Future Plans,
Scholarships, Honors & Awards

ella adolPh: Penn State Altoona / Communications
brenna alliaS: Robert Morris University / Nursing; rmu merit scholarship
Jillian aMent: CCAC / Fire Science
clariSSa ankney: Artist
brianna atkinSon: Apprenticeship Program / Oberg Industries

rachael babinSack: St. Vincent College / Finance/Law; Bowling Team; The Challenge program
Academic excellence Award; erma rice davis Benesch scholarship

cody baughMan: Bioengineering or Acting

tyler bender: Washington & Jefferson University / Bio/Pre-Med & Football Team, Wrestling;
Thrive scholarship; outstanding hhs Biological science student

aVa bollinger: Penn State New Kensington / Radiology Sciences
brenna bonnett: Indiana University of PA; Swimming & Diving Team
MadiSon bouch: Nursing School / Pediatric Nurse
aMani boWie: Montclair State University / Psychology/Music minor; montclair state scholarship

JuStin brink: Tiffin University / Psychology/Sports Psychology & Soccer Team; soccer scholarship;
highlands education Association scholarship

oWen burkett: CCAC / Electrician
aVa buSSotti: Business, Art or Communications

kaSSidy caMbal: St. Vincent College / Data Science & Softball Team; st. vincent Chancellor’s
scholarship; highlands Area rotary scholarship; highlands Class of 1983 scholarship; 
highlands education Association scholarship; highlands lunch ladies scholarship; 
erma rice davis Benesch scholarship

Will celko: Penn State New Kensington / Real Estate Business & Baseball Team; 
psnK Blue & White scholarship

doMinic chifulini: Kent State University / Psychology; Kent state merit scholarship
auStin ciciarelli: Employment / ABC Transit
helayna cirino: Edinboro University / Business Administration; pennWest premier scholarship
doMiniQue cratSenberg: Esthetician School
iSSac croWe: Military / Army/Intel
caSSidy daViS: Slippery Rock University / Cybersecurity
abbie deiSeroth: Kent State University / Fashion & Design; Kent state scholarship
Maria deStefano: Penn State New Kensington / Radiology Sciences; psnK Blue & White 
scholarship

Special thanks to High School counselors Mrs. Marilyn Skwortz and Dr. Susie Gurrera for preparing this 
information based on self-reported senior surveys and senior spotlights. Information compiled as of June 5, 2023.



Zach dunlaP: Robert Morris University / Graphic Design; nulph Family Achievement and Arts
scholarship; national school Choir Award

catherine erb: CCAC or Slippery Rock / Early Childhood Education
bella erb: Florida Atlantic University / Health & Science
grace fennell: West Penn School of Nursing; national school Choir Award
MadiSon freShWater: Army Reserves & Penn State University

garrett froSt: CCAC / IT & Cybersecurity Support Specialist; highlands Class of 1983 scholar-
ship; robert e. marshall scholarship

gracie gaMble: CCAC / Secondary Education
alPhonSuS gibSon: Military / Navy
Jake gibSon: Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire; louis Armstrong Jazz Award
caMille gigon: Return to France to finish high school / Medical School

Johnna grZandZiel: La Roche University / Psychology/Criminology; la roche merit & 
Touring scholarships; soccer essay scholarship; Cmu scholarship

aguStina gutierreZ-collado: Return to Chile to finish high school; College / Marine Biology
Jacoby guy: Employment / Business/Marketing & Real Estate 
iZabella hailS: CCAC
aShton hataJik: CCAC/Slippery Rock University / Sociology/Psychology
ben haughey: CCAC / English & Creative Writing
rondeal heWlett: St. Vincent College
ella hilterMann: Medical School in Germany/Netherlands
caleb hilty: Tech/Trade School / Carpentry
benJaMin hollenbeck: Employment / Business
cody hubert: Robert Morris University or CCAC / Sports Management; various scholarships
noelle hurley: CCAC / Biotechnology; Arion Award
Michael iMler: Slippery Rock University / Music or Music Theory; John philip sousa Award
MaJa ingebrigtSen: Return to Norway to complete final year of high school
Mariely JiMeneZ SalaS: Return to Costa Rica to finish high school; College / Mech. Engineering

eVe JohnSon: University of Pittsburgh / Medical Science; us marine Corps distinguished 
Athlete Award 

aShton JoneS: Penn State New Kensington; penn state provost’s Award; psnK Blue 
& White scholarship

kaZMir JoneS: Employment / Nursing
rachel kline: Robert Morris University / Accounting/Finance
hannah konoPSki: Indiana University of PA / Interior Design

noelle kraeger: Penn State University / Secondary Education - Art; louis J. Baldassare Arts
scholarship; hhs global scholars Award; Art department service “Above and Beyond” Award

ShaWn kraMer: Military / Army/Black Hawk Mechanic; us marine Corps distinguished 
Athlete Award; Thomas h. gough memorial Award

keVin kreSS: Employment / Freelance Concept Designer
noah kuchek: Oberlin College / Economics

JaMeS kunSt: Eastern Michigan University / Pre-Med or Biology & Baseball Team; emu emerald
scholarship; us marine Corps scholastic excellence Award



holden lane: Apprenticeship / Real Estate; related scholarship
katelyn laSka: Military / National Guard Reserves/Psychology
caMeron layheW: Career Technical Institute / Carpentry
ethan lentZ: Slippery Rock University / Secondary Education - Social Studies/History
logan leSlie: Tech/Trade School; highlands gridiron scholarship
noah leSlie: Tech/Trade School; highlands gridiron scholarship
daniel long: Slippery Rock University / Exercise Science

logan lott: Penn State Behrend / Computer Science; penn state provost’s Award; us Air Force
math/science Award; John & mary mcginley scholarship

eliJah MaJocha: Chatham University / 4+1 Masters in Political Science; Criminology minor;
Chatham Academic scholarship; national school Choir Award

eMMa Mann: Penn State New Kensington / Radiological Sciences; psnK Blue & White scholarship;
highlands lunch ladies scholarship

brianna Marra: Employment/College - Marra Enterprises/Business
aydan Martinka: Tech/Trade School; Employment
Mallory Martinka: Penn State University / Spanish or Psychology
nick McQuade: CCAC / Business; Employment
ethan Mell: Slippery Rock University / Film
nahia MegatS: Kent State University / Sports Medicine; Kent state scholarships
Sara Mock: Nursing/Health-Related School / Phlebotomy
dante Monteleone: Penn State New Kensington / Business

adriana MonteMurro: Slippery Rock University Honors College / Biology with concentration 
in Medical Technology; sru merit scholarship; Tarentum Area lions Club scholarship; highlands
Class of 1983 scholarship; us marine Corps semper Fidelis Award for musical excellence; veterans
of Foreign Wars scholarship; The Challenge program Academic improvement Award; live like eli
scholarship; highlands lunch ladies scholarship

JaMeS Moody: Employment/Apprenticeship / Swank Construction/Pipeline Welder
aVa nitoWSki: Indiana University of PA / Business & Marketing; Arnold Bud Colin scholarship

aidan ochoa: Clarion University / International Business and Sports Management / Swim Team; 
hhs global scholars Award

tyler oligee: Employment / Pitt Ohio Auto Body Tech; The Challenge program Attendance Award
abigail PettigreW: College/Trade School; Bidwell Job Corp / Culinary Arts/Food Business Mgmt.

riley PointkoWSki: University of Pittsburgh / Chemistry; university of pittsburgh Academic
scholarship; p3r scholarship; highlands Area rotary scholarship; outstanding hhs earth science
student

eMMa Polliard: Penn State Behrend / Mechanical Engineering Technology; highlands Area rotary
scholarship; martin luther King Jr. scholarship; highlands education Association scholarship

eMMa PoMaybo: Duquesne University / Nursing; Arion Award

VaSyl Polyak: PSNK, University of Pittsburgh or La Roche University / Computer Science; 
psnK Blue & White scholarship; The Challenge program Community service Award



Peach Price: CCAC/Slippery Rock University / Graphic Design
aVa rea: CCAC / Secondary Education - Social Studies
ra’chell reuben: CCAC / Criminal Justice
deacon SaMPle: La Roche University / Criminology
bia SantoS: Attend College in Portugal / Physics
aleXa Schrag: Phoenix University & Kent State / Business/Fashion
tiM Seagriff: California University of PA / Digital Media Technology
alana Settnek: CCAC / Psychology
landan Signorella: Undecided / Employment at 1-Tom Plumbing Un-Flood It
kylee Slobodnik: Robert Morris University / Environmental Science
doMinic SMith: Rosedale Technical College / Automotive Technology
tyler SMith: Rosedale Technical College / Electrician
MadySen SMith: CCAC / Chemistry
MattheW StanoniS: Slippery Rock University / Computer Science
Makayla Stefancic: CCAC & Shaler-Hampton EMS / Radiology Technology
doMinic Stobert: CCAC / HVAC & Refrigeration; principal’s leadership Award
dillon Stoner: Tech/Trade School / Forbes CTC / Veterinary Sciences
tyler teal: Military / Marine Corps
chandler thiMonS: Waynesburg University / Elementary Education & Football Team
tyler toMayko: Two-Year College or Tech/Trade School
harriSon triSchler: Rosedale Technical College / Welding

helena VaSey: AMDA or Indiana University of PA / Musical Theater; iup scholarship; 
national school Choir Award

roMan ViVirito: Slippery Rock University / Business Management

luke Vunora: Penn State Behrend / Computer & Electrical Engineering Technologies / Tennis Team;
College scholarships; Tarentum Area lions Club scholarship; us marine Corps semper Fidelis
Award for musical excellence; michael J. Ferlan scholarship

lucaS Wendt: Youngstown State University / Chemical Engineering; ysu merit scholarship; 
The Challenge program sTem Award; outstanding hhs physical science student; John & mary
mcginley scholarship

logan WetMore: Employment / Production
connor Whyel: Slippery Rock University / Digital Media

aydan Winter: Slippery Rock University / Graphic Design/Digital Media; sru scholarship; 
hhs music director’s Award

riley WiSlie: Slippery Rock University / Bio/Pre-Physical Therapy; sru Academic scholarship
brooklyn WitherSPoon-holMeS: CCAC/University of Pittsburgh / Pediatric Nurse 
tayShaun Wright: Duquesne University / Sports Medicine/Physical Therapy
caSSadi ZaWart: Indiana University of PA / Nursing
Mallory ZaWart: CCAC / Rehabilitation/Physical Therapyn

Congratulations & Best Wishes! 
R4L



pleAse noTe:
A nurse/emT is on duty if needed.

Highlands
2023

www.goldenrams.com

School District Administration
Superintendent ~ dr. monique mawhinney

Assistant Superintendent ~ dr. Cathleen Cubelic
Coordinator of Curriculum & Instruction ~ dr. Catherine m. russo

Student Service Director ~ dr. Amber h. dean

School Board Directors
President ~ mrs. Bobbie neese      

Vice President ~ mrs. nicole Kocon

mrs. Kristie Babinsack,  mrs. laura Butler, 
mrs. Kelli Canonge, ms. Ashley Javier,

dr. debra lehew, mrs. Judy Wisner, mr. gene Witt   

Highlands High School Alma Mater
hail to thee, o highlands high school,

We with reverence sing thy praise,
may we ever keep thy memory,

Bright and true through all our days.
gold and brown and white the colors,

of our Alma mater proud,
let our zeal be fervent

As we sing our glories loud.
hail to thee, o highlands high school,

We with reverence sing thy praise,
may we ever keep thy memory,

Bright and true through all our days.


